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VILLA BANDITS IN ACTION IN MEXICO

CHASES A BASE RUNNER.

—_—

One of Most Humorous Bituations

Ever Witnessed on Baseball Fleld

~Umplre Finally Stralght-
ened Things Out.

The following humorous story of the
baseball field {s related by Bill Speas,
outfielder of the Portland team of
the Pacific Coast league, and prob
ably is one of the most humorous
things witnessed on a baseball flald,
Incldentally, the story has been told
and retold by prominent players in
the two major leagues,
“You might not belleva this" says
Bpeas, “but I've got several clippingn
to prove it, It happened fn 1906 in the
Pennaylvania and Ohlo league, 1 was
playing with Mansflold, and Doo
Balley, the old-tims Columbus pltcher
was dolog the pitching for us, Our
obponenta had us beaten, about 40 to 0
when one of them bit a ball and
slammed [t down ths right field foul

Crashing of Shells Orly Sound in
Deserted Village,

fhree Remaining Clvilians Boast of
Their Courage In Staying in Bom-
barded Town—Gendarmes Keep
Good Watch and Prevent
Plllaging.

London—H. Warner Allen, repre-
Eontative of all the British newspapers
Wwith the French armies, sends the fol-
lowing pleturs of warbattered and de-
sarted Verdun:

Today, Verdun 18 not crowded. Not
a shop g open. It can muster three
clvilians, and all three of them are
rightly proud of thelr courage in stay-
ing In the bombarded town.

I inve just heen walking down the
main straet.
lence excopt for tha crashing of the
big shelle and the sound of splinters
falling on the roofs. All the goods the
ghopkeepers had collected as specially
caloulated to appeal to the soldier In
the trenches have disappeared and
now when one walks down the Rue
Muazel one's course (s frequently inter-
Tupted. There comes a rush of wings
in the air and instinetively one makes
for the nearast doorway, ducking ns
one goes. Then there {8 & blg explo-
slon and one goes on,

It was in the Rue Mazal that 1 met
one of the thres elviliang of Verdun
He was contemplating the view from
hls door with a eontented smile and
looked at meo with supreme contempt
when I scuttled for cover at o par-
teularly loud explosion, “You ars tak-
Ing refuge on the wrong slde of the
rond," hoe remarked mildly. “Thes left
is the gide to escapa from splinters,
ilnce that is the side from which the
Boches are firlng. Anyhow it Is no use
ducking, sinde by the time you've
heard the shell the danger 18 over.”

A5 we wont up the steep, lonely
Blrests towards the cathedral our pt-
tention was suddenly attracted by g
fronge, plercing sound that con.
traated quaintly with the continuing
Tour of exploding shells. It Wi @
ltiten mewing Dlaintively in the firgt
Moty of a hotse, It had obviously
been forgotten tn the baste of evacua-
ton. The ownar of the house had
elosed up the shutters and had never
Blven a thought to the poor beast and
it wag slowly starving to death.

A rescue party was st onge formed,

. Georgen Scott, the artist, who s
mobllized s  chagsenr alpin, mount.
ol on my shoulders and endeavored
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to pry open the shutter with a stiolk,
but his efforts wern unavailing, and
aventually the kitten's life was saved
by the firemen of Verdun, who, at our
request, broke Into the house.

Several large shells had fallen near
the cathedral, One of them had gut-
ted & girls' school and another had
landed fair and square on a shop that
#old religlous ornaments and emblems,
For some unexplained reason thers
Wwasg a cure's hat lylng pathetieally on
the top of the debris, and at the back
against a wall that had miraculously
escaped destructlon stood a stuceo
statua of Joan of Are.
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.| tents of their houses, except In so far

The pigeons, which wers fiylng im
uneasy circles nbove the cathedral,
seemed to be curfovaly disturbed by
the bombardment. As g genéral rule,
the birds seem to regard bombardment
48 n natural cataclysm, to be suftered
sines It cannot be prevented, Anyhow,
the plgeons of Verdun have not yet
Erown accustomed to the nofse of the
German bombardment.

Despite German sholls, the French
gendarmes keep a good watel (n Ver
dun. There s no pillaging, and the
refugees who in their hurry left thelr
honse windows open and doors un«
locked can sloep easy as to the con-

SUES FOR $100,000

Mrs, Malocom Strauss, bandsome wifo
of the noted artist, has entered suit
for separation and Was siarted actlon
for §100,000 against Mrs. Arthur Selig:
man, alleging allenation of her hus-
band's affectlons. Mr, Straugs denles
any Indlgcretion. Mre, Sellgman, who
until a ghort time ago was Miss Gladys
Snellenberg of Philadelphia, engaged
Mr, Btrauss to palnt her portrait and
deslgn certain costumes for her, At
the time It is sald, Mrs. Btraves gorl
ously objected, but as Mr. Btrauss, ac-
cording to his own words, was in nesd
of funds, he accepted the commigglon.
Mra. Arthur Bellgman i{s now on her
way to Japan with her husband, having
been recently marrled. She is the
daughter of K. S8nellenberg of Phila-
delphis, who 15 many times a million-
alre, Mrs. Strauss was Katherine Me-
Donald, one of the most besutiful of
the Winter Garden girls before her
marriage.

4| 0ccasion to celebrate, Looking through

05 an enemy projectlle may reduce
them to powder. Jugt near ong of the
gates there is o house of which the
shutters bave not been closed and
the window I8 still open. It geoma
that just befors the ovacuation the
ownsr of the house had some special

ths window one ean see a tuble lald
for 16 porsons and everything pre-
pared for an excellent meal, There
was a beautiful, clean tablecloth with
napkins folded miter-shaped for every
guest. Decanters of wine, red and
white, were standing beslde each plate.
On the sideboard piles of oranges and
apples were walting for the party
which was never to est them.

The gendarmes in Verdun seem to
keep o catalogue of the shells which
fall in the town. Those who live In
bombarded towna take a definite pride
in ghowing the vlsltors the holes mada
by German projectlles and the houses
that they had thoroughly destroyed,
It was with an expression of the groat-
est satlsfaction that one of the gen-
darmes asked us to come and Les
his gate, because, during the previous
nlght he had counted 117 big shells
that had fallen into its nelghborhood.
M. Boolt, the urtist, remarked to me:
“Thls war 18 the end of the battls
paintar, since, apart from curiously
lucky circumstances, there Is absoluto.
ly ‘mothing to paint. Modorn warfare
hus nothing to do with colors. It [
a symphony in sound. It 18 a subject
matter for the musielan, not the artist,
Parhaps the muslelan of the future
will be mble to convert into terms of
music the extraordinary contrasts of
nofse and sullen sllence which dne
may hear in & bombarded town.”

The clnematographers have boen
taking everything they can find in Ver
dun, and their only grief Is that so far
no shell has burst near enocugh (¢
thelr npparatus to be photographed,

Not AH Dead.
Patarson, N. J.—To pay a Willard
Moran fight bet Larry O'Brien must
propel & peanut ono mile with & tooth.
plek.

GETS MAIL WITH PULLEY

Farmer Didn't Want to Walk to

the Road to Get It
There.
Whilesville, Mo.—To C. R. Thomp-

"o,  farmer lving northenst of here,

Is glven the credit of originating the
! mathod of having his mail
brought directly to his door,

Somn time ago Thompson declded

He succesded, and now, by means
of wirea and a pulley, the
i necomplished.
the mall man's vislt, Thomp-
ouly to step to hia door and
bis mall, box and all,
hox ia sent back to its post by

E5&

one famlily, Including the father, moth.
er, two sons and & stepson, were
taken to the penitentlaray to serve
serms of six monthe to fifteen years
for burglary and recelving stolen
goods.

hin wife, sentenced to sorve from six
months to ons year for recelving
stolen geods. Another son and Roay'
atepson, Orville Duncan, were given
sentences of from one to fifteen years
for burglary.

ingluding & baby thres weeks old,

“golng after the mall” even so far as
the gute, will be & thing of the past
with progreasive farmera of northwest
Missourt.

FIVE IN ONE FAMILY !N PEN

Father, Mother, Two Bons and Step-
son Convlcted of Burglary and
Recelving Stolen Gooda,

Twin Falla, Idaho.~Five membors of

The prisoners are J. D. Roas and

Thres young children of the couple,

were taken to the childrea's homs in

management have changed the surface
to o rolling, well-drafned seed hed,

drains bad been lald. Dams and rip
rap were emplaced to hold back the
fine soll carried down by ahowers,

acreange will bo devoted to cotton,

the land still rocky and unimpro
hog and cattle

CONVICTS TO PLANT COTTON

They Will Cultivate 1,300 Acres of &
Prison Farm In Okla-
homa.

McAlester, Okla.~Thirtean hundred
acres of the state prison farm will be
planted to cotton this year. All work
axcapt the overseelng of the labor will
be done by prisonsrs,

The land on which this cotton will
be produced was a fow years ago
merely a rocky waste. Hills, rock-
ccsvendmdmdadbrrunumdm
lles deeply cut by spring floods, mur
rounded the concrete walls of the pen.
itentlary, Hard labor mnd earsful

Rocks were removed from the sur
face. Guilles were filled up mfter

In the coming ;enr almost the entire
ot
ved

bhave been

lne. The umpire threw In aunother
ball, and he knooked it fonl again.
Then he hit one at me in latt, and
Aftor breaking my neck to kesp it
from rolling Into the next state, I
got It and threw it in to the plata,
only It hit the grandstand instead.
“Well, In the meantime, the fleld:
ers had recoversd the foul balls and
the shortstop had one running a man
down between second and third, and
the second baseman bhad the other
trylng to catch a man between first
and second, The catchar was chasing
the ball I threw {n, It looked ke a
fire In m Chinese laundry the way
everybody was running around, |
was almost sick from lnughing out
there in left feld
“The umpire oventually ruled the
foul balla out of play and held that
the ball I threw at the grandstand
waa the right one, But that does not
change the fact that there wers three
balls in play all at one time.”

WORTH OF BASEBALL PLAYER

Secretary Foster of New York Glants

Says 25,000 Is Too Much to

Pay for Any Man.

Is any baseball player worth to any
club an outlay of $25,000 for one sea-
gon?
This Interesting question arosa ro-
cantly at the headquarters of the
Gianta In the Fifth avenus building
during a discussion of what it would
cost to secure the services of Home

Sscrotary John B. Foster,

Run Baker, who was recently pur
chased by the Yankees for a sum nof
made public

Becretary John B. Foster of the
New York club, whose opinion esn ba
taken as representing that of his own
club and club owners In general, says
that not only Frank Baker would not
be worth the money, but that even
Ty Cobb; the moknowledged blggost
drawing card of the American leagué;
Waltar Johnson, the star pitcher of
that organization; Grover Cleveland
Alexander and our own Christy
Mathewnon would not be paying fn-
vestments nt an expense of §26,000 per
sensoh Individoally,

The Pittsburgh Plrates let the bars
on ex-Fuds down suflclently to favest
in Pltcher Harry Moran, & left-hander
who was with the Newark outinws et
0EA50T,

THEEBALSINPLI

EACH INFIELDER HAS PILL AND

comes to placing the ball, and he hag
won many & game through his skill

who will start his thirtyfirst
harness this senson, has been through
all of the basebnll wars, from (he
Unlon-Asscciation cenfllet to the late
Feaderal league affalr,

Pitcher Goorge Tyler, who wot & trial
with the Boaton Braves in 1914, has
signed with Elmira of tha New York
State leagus, He plased

Grover Alexander not only led the
Major league this year ag the hardest
pitcher to acore against, but was the
bardest to make a hit agatnat,
The great Phil chusker held oppo-
nents to a battg average of .176.
When 1t {s taken Into consideration
that & good hitter s expected to bat
Gt least 260, the tightness of Aloc's
work I8 easlly realized.
Only one batter In about every six
that faced Grover plinked his goods
for u safe drive. .
The roal leading pitcher In the
American league was Walter Johnson,
Bnd he was roted the king of hurlers
until Aleo had his big year, Johnson

HARDEST PITCHER TO MAKE HIT

Three Famous Blg League Pitchers.

e —

AGAINST

SOME OF GREAT SHORTSTOPS

Bancroft of Philadelphla Natlonals
Makes Fans Forget Maranviile
and Other Players,

8o wonderful has been the showing
of Dave Bancroft, both as & fielder and
a8 4 bataman, that he Is now rated as
one of the best in the country.
Deve Is making fans forget Maran-
ville and others. Some of the great-
est shortatops the game ever knew

Dave Bancroft,

have played with the Phillles. Bob Al
len was classy 25 years ago, and one
year he made & record for chances
accgpted by a shortstop which was not
broken until 1914, when Maranville
made a new mark.

Then along came Monte Cross, who
didn't have to dof hincap to any ahort-
stop when he was a Quaker. Mike
Doolan was the third pn the lst, and
now comas Baneroft

Foster Places Mits,

Eddie Foster is constantly shifting
his feet at the plata, He doea not
want to lose the knack of hiiting into
right centor or left fleld. He I the
best man in the business when ft

Passed Through Many Wars,
Bob Etnslle, the vetsran upmire,
yoar {n

—
Eimira to Try Tyler
Catcher Fred Tyler, brother of

oo part of last season,

ho will not fall for the coachers who

nings' many aeeistants, in endeavoring
to moke Grover Loudermilk resort to
curve balls this summer,

Fed, who 18 to play with the St
tenm next year, is a clagsy
secording to Joe Tinker.

Stallings s out with a prediction
that the Braves will win the Nationa)
league pennant this year,
.

Jimmy O'Nelil of Minooka has been
80ld by tho Boston Americang to the
Buffalo club of the International
laagua, !

"« e e

Thin s Roy Hartzell's sixth yoat
South with the New Yorks. “Amd it's
Bolng to be my best, too,” sald the
veteran,

Bill Luyster, the former Hartford
pltohier, will be fleld captain of the
Lawrence club, under Jesss Buriett,
this season.

. & 8
Nick Altrock will this year, as heres
tofore, have practical charge of davek
oping the recruit pitching material of
the Natlonala,

. " @
Joo Riggert will chase flies {n oen-
ter fleld for Mike Kollay's St. Paul
team o the Amorican Asnociation,
agnin this meason,

LI I
Freddy Thomas, the Now Orloans
recruit, 18 sald to have the edge on
the other third base candidates for
the Cleveland team.

.
We venture to say that if Jim Beott
masters hls mystorlons X-ball the X-
day clause will not be in his contract
legally or otherwise.

L
E. A. Duffy, last year's promier hure
ler of the Youngstown c¢lub, will wear
a Grand Rapids uniform in the Cene
tral league this season,

. 8 9
Ralph Céipron, who, it (s recalled,
had & brief tria] with the Philliss pev-
eral seasons ago, has retired pormas
nently from the diamond L

L
Bomeone has wuggested that Halnle
Zim plug his ears with cotton so that

h
try to ride ll:ll.. bie

Jimmy Burke, one of Hughay Jen

"

Marty Berghammar, the

with Syre-
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